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'  EBENEZOR ELLISON, 


W- ho is to be Executed this Second Day of MAY, 1722. 


Publiſh'd at his Deſire fer the Common Good. 


Am now going to ſuſſer the jſt Puniſh- 
ment tor my Crimes. prefcribed by 
the Law of Gol and my Country, 
I know it is the contant Cuſtom that 
thoſe wito come to this Place thouid 

have Speeches made for them, and (reed about in 

their own Hearins, es tber are Carryed to Executi— 
on; and truly the) are fich Speeches that although 
our Fraternity be an Ignorant liliterate People they 
would make a Man mamed ro have tuch INonicale 


and falſe Engliſh charged upon him even when he 
is goth. to the Gallows : They contain a pretended 
Account of our Birth and Family, of the Fact tor 


which de are to Die, of our fincere Repentance, and 


a Declaration of our Religion; 1 cannot expect to 


avoid the fame Treatment with my Predeceflors, 


However having had an Education One or Two De- 
grees bettet than thoſe of my Rank and Profeſſion, 
I have blen conſidering ever fince my Commumeniy® Rrtru gers. 


what it might be proper for me to deliver upoa this 


_ Occaſion. | 


And Firſt, 1 cannot ſav from the Bottom of my 
Heart, that | am truly ſorry tor the: Offence 1 have 
given to God and the World; but I am very much 
ſo for the bad Succeſs of my Villanies in bringing 
me to this untimely End; for it is plainly evident, 
that after having ſome time ago obtain'd a Pardon 
from the Crown, I again took up my old Trade; my 
Evil Habits were ſo rooted in me, and | was grown 


ſo unfit for any other Kind of Employment. And 


therefore although in Compliance with my Friends 
I reſolve to go to the Gallows after the utual Man- 
ner, Kneeling with a Book in my Hand, and my 
Eyes lift up, yet 1 hall feel no more Devotion in my 
Heart than Thave obſerved in ſome of my Comrades, 
who have been Drunk among Common W hores the 
very Night before their Execution; 1 can fay fur- 
ther from my own Knowledge, that Two of my Fra- 
ternity after they had been Hanged and wonderfully 


came to Life, and made their Efcapes, as it ſometimes 


happens, proved afterwards the wickedeſt Rogues 


lerer knew, and ſo continued untill they were Hanged 


again for good and all; and yet they had the Impu— 
dence at BOTH Times they went to the Gallows to 
ſmite their Breaſts, and lift up their Eyes to Heaven 
zu the Way. 

Secondly, From the Knowledge I have of my own 
Wicked Diſpoſitions and that of my Comrades, I 
give it as my Opinion. that nothing can be more un- 
fortunate to the Publick than the Mercy of the Go- 
yerament in ever Pardoning or Tranſporting us, un- 
leſs when we Betray one another, as we never fail 
to do, if we are lure to be well pay'd; and then a Per- 
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on may dd good; by the ſame Rule, That it is 
better to have but One Fox in a Farm than Three 
or Four, Bit we generally make a Shift to Return 
after being Tranſported, and are ten Times greater 
Rogues than before, and much more Cunning. Be- 


fides, I know it by Experience, that ſome Hopes we 


have of fiading Mercy when we are Try'd, or after 
we are Condemn'd, isalways a great Encouragement 
to us. | 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to Idle young 
Fellows than the Company of thoſe odious Common 
Whores we frequent, and of which this Town is full: 
Theſe Wretches put us upon all Miſchief to feed 
their Luſts and Extravagances; They are ten Times 
more Bloody and Cruel than Men, their Advice is 
always not to ſpare if we are Purſued; they get 
Drunk; with us, and are Common to us all; and yet 
1/ they can get any Thing by it, are ſure to be our 


Now, as I am a dying Man, ſomething 1 have done 
«which may be of god Uſe to the Publick. I have left 
with an honeſt Man (and indeed the only honeſt Man 
1 was ever acquainted with) the Names of all my 
Wicked Brethren, the preſent Places of their Abode, 
with a thort Account of the chief Crimes they have 
committed, in many of which I have been the.r Ac. 
complice. and heard the reſt from their own Mouths 
I have likewiſe ſet down the Names of thoſe we 
call our SETTERS, of the wicked Houtes we fre- 
quent, and of thoſe who receive and buy our Stolen 
Goods. I have folemnly charged this honeſt Man, 
and have received his Promiſe upon Oath. that wnen 
ever he hears of any to be Tryed for Robbing or 
Houſe-breaking, he will look into his LIST, and if 
he finds the Name there of the Thief concerned, to 
ſend the whole Paper to the Goverriment. © 'Of this 
| here give my Companions fair and publick Warn- 
ing, and hope they will take it. 

In the Paper abovementioned which I left with 
my Friend, I have alſo ſet down the Names of ſeve- 
ral Gentlemen who have been Robbed ia Dublin 
Streets for Three Years paſt ; I have told the Cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe Robberies, and ſhewn plainly 
that nothing but the Want of common Courage wag 
the Cauſe of their Misfortunes. I haye therefore 
deſired my Friend, that whenever any Gentlemen 
happens to be Robbed in the Streets he will get 
that Relation Printed and Publiſhed with the firſt 
Letters of thoſe Gentlemens Names, who by their 
own Want of Bravery are likely to be the Cauſe of 
all the Mifchict of taat Kind which may happen for 
the future. x | 
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| l Cann t leave the World without a ſhort Deſcrip- 
don of that Kind of Life which 1 have led tor ſome 


Years paſt, and is exaQly rac ſame with the reſt of 


our wieked Brethren. | 3 

Although we are generally ſo corrupted from our 
Childhood as to have no Senle of Goodnels, yet 
ſomething, heavy always hangs about us, I know not 
what it is, that we are never eaſy till we are halt 
Drunk among our Whores an4- Companions, nor 
Sleep ound unlels wedrink longer than we can ſtand. 
If ve go abroad in the Day, a-Wiſe Man would ca- 
fily tind us to be Rogues by our Faces, we have ſuch 
a lutpicious, fearful, and conſtrained Countenance, 
often turning, back, and flinking through narrow 
Lanes and Allies. 1 have never failed of knowing 
a Brother Thief by his Looks, tho' I never ſaw him 
before. Every Man among us keeps. his particular 
Whore, who is however common to us all, when we 
have a Mind to Change, When we have got a Booty 
if it be in Money, we divide it equally anong our 
Companions, and ſoon Squander it away on our 
Vices in thote Houſes that receive us; for the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs, and the very Tapſter go Snacks, and 
beſides make us pay treble Reckonings; if our Plunder 
be Plate, Watches, Rings, Snuff Boxes, and the llke 
we have Cuſtomers in all Quarters of the Town to 
take them off. 1 have ſeen fold a Tankard worth 
Fifteen Pounds to a Fellow in ---------- Street for 
Twenty ſhillings ; and a Gold Watch for Thirty. 
I have ſet down his Name and that of ſeveral others 
in the Paper already mentioned. We have SETTERS 
watching in Corners and by dead Walls, te give us 
Notice when a Gentleman goes by, eſpecially if he be 
any Thing in Drink. I believe in my Conſcience, 
that fan Account were made of a Thouſand Pounds 
in Stolen Goods, conſidering the low Rates we fell 
them at, tne Bribes we mutt give for Concealment, 
the Extortions of Ale-houte Reckonings, and other 


neceflary Charges, there would not remain Fifty 


Pound clear to be divided among the Robbers; and 


out ot this we muſt find Cloaths for our Whores, 
beſides Treating them from Morning to Night, who 
in Requital Reward us with nothing but Treachery 
For when our Money is gone, they 


and the Pox. 
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are every Moment threatning to inform againſt us, if 
we will not go out to look for more. If any Thing 
in this World be like Hell as I have heard it deicri- - 
bed by our Clergy, the trueſt Picture of it, mult be 
in the Back-Room of one of our Ale- Houtes at Mid- 
night, where a Crew of Robbers and their Whores 
are met together after a Booty, and are beginning 
to grow Drunk, from which Time, till they are paſt 
their Senſes, is ſich a continued horrible Noiſeot 
Curſing, Blatphemy, Lewdnefs, Scurrility and Bru- 
tiſh Behaviour, ſich Roaring and Confuſion, ſuch a 


Clatter of Muggs and Pots at each others Heads, 


that Bedlam in Compariton, is a ſober and orderly 


Place; at laſt they all tumble fron their Stools and 


Benches, and ſlzep away the reſt of the Night, and 
generally the Landlord or his V Vife, or ſome other 
W hore who has 4 ſtronger Head than the reſt, picks 
their Pockets before they wake. The Mistortune is, 
that we can cver be caly till we are Drunk and our 
Drunkeneſs onſtantly expotes us to be more eafily 
betrayed and taken; 5 | 

This is a ſhort Picture of the Life I haveled. which 
Is more miſerahle than that of the pooreſt Labourer 
who Works for Four-pence a Day; and yet Cuſtom 
is ſo ſtrong, that I am confident, it I could maky my 
Eſcape at the Foot ot che Gallows, I ſhould be follow. 
ing the ſame Courſe this very Eveniag. So hat 
apon the whole we ought to be lo ked upon as the 
common Enemies of Mankind; whoſe Intereſt it is 
to Root us our like Wolves aid other milchiev us 
Vermin, againſt which no fair Play is required. 


Ifl have done Service to MEN in what I have ſaid, 
I ſhall hope I have done Service to GOD and that 
will be better than a filly Speech made for ine fall 
of Whining and Canting, which I utterly deſpite, 
and have never been uſed to, yet ſuch a one I expect 
to have my Ears tormented with as I am paſiug 2 


long the Streets. 


Good People fare ye well, as BAD as I am 1 
leave many WORSE behind me. I hope you ſhall 
ſee me Die like a Man tho' a Death contrary. 

E. E. 


There are likewiſe to Die Two more one Patrick Mc. Clanen and Stephen Mc. Clanen they ſay 
little or nothing in their Defence, but acknowledge the Facts for which they Die to be true, and die both 


Romans. 
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There were two more to ſuffer, but are to be Executed in the Country. 
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